
Worcester, Massachusetts 
Voting Rights Lawsuit



Worcester Demographics



Worcester Public Schools



Issues That Face Worcester Public Schools 

•School Discipline Disparities

•Services for English Language Learners

•Closing the Achievement Gap



What power does 
Worcester School Committee have?

•Sets policy for Worcester Public Schools

•Hires Superintendent

•Reviews and approves budgets



Worcester School Committee 
at the time the lawsuit was filed



Worcester Public School Student Population 
> 70% Students of Color

Worcester School Committee 
0 Members of Color



Lack of Minority Representation on 
Worcester School Committee



WHY?
• All 6 School Committee Members elected 

“at large” (city-wide)

• Contrast with districts

• In all “at large” systems, 51% of the voters 
can win 100% of the seats 100% of the 
time!



2019 School Committee Election



2019 School Committee Election



2015 School Committee Election





The Lowell Example
Similarities To Worcester

• Rapidly diversifying City
• Schools even more diverse than 
City as a whole

• All “at large” electoral system
• City Council and School Committee 
both virtually all white



The Lowell Example

2017 – 
Lawsuit 

Filed

2019 – 
Lawsuit 
Settled

2021 –
 Election Changes Take 

Effect



The Lowell Example

2 Majority-Minority 
Districts

(Asian and Latino/a)



In February 2021, Lawyers for Civil Rights 
filed a lawsuit against the City of 
Worcester, with NAACP, Worcester 
Interfaith, and several residents as 
plaintiffs.

Worcester City Council voted 8-3 to enter a 
Consent Decree, or a negotiated agreement as a 
court order.
The consent decree required the creation of two 
districts where a majority of eligible voters  are 
Black or Latino/a. 
The Committee on Legislative and Municipal 
Operations held public sessions explaining the 
situation and presenting three options.
#1: Mayor and 6 District seats (0 At-Large 
seats)
#2: Mayor and 7 District seats + 1 At-large seat
#3: Mayor and 6 District seats + 2 At-Large 
seats

The City Council adopted #3.



The City hired an 
expert to draw a map 
in accordance with 
the consent decree.

There are six districts, 
designated with letters 
A-F, two of them (B 
and D) majority Black 
and Latino/a.

Detailed maps can be found on this page:
https://www.worcesterma.gov/elections/candidates



to our legal team
and our courageous 

plaintiffs who made this 
change possible.

Thank you!


