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Less than half of third-graders are
proficient in English language arts,
according to 2023 MCAS data.
Outcomes were significantly worse
among Black and Latino students,
English learners, students from low-
income families, and students with
disabilities. 
(Ron Noble, National Council on
Teacher Quality, citing DESE data)
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In Worcester, a mere 1 in 4 3rd graders are proficient 
Worcester’s ELA curriculum as of 2022 was not considered high quality 

(Amanda Taylor, WPS ELA Liaison, citing DESE data)
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The Solutions

(RON NOBLE, NATIONAL COUNCIL ON TEACHER QUALITY)

WPS is adopting a new, high-
quality, science-based
curriculum called “Amplify”

“All of my students are so engaged
during all components of the
curriculum. Students who don't
usually participate are raising their
hands to answer questions. Students
feel empowered and I am seeing
evidence that they are learning.”
- WPS Grade 4 Teacher

(AMANDA TAYLOR, WPS ELA LIAISON)
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Literacy 
Programs 
in Worcester

& many
more!

(AMANDA WAGNER, HANOVER RESEARCH)
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Closing Remarks | Jennifer Davis Carey, WEC Executive Director

Agenda

RAISING READERS TOGETHER 

Best Practices for Parent and Community Engagement in Supporting Student Literacy | Amanda Wagner, 
Director, K12 Research & Professional Services, Hanover Research

Panel Discussion | Jason Homer, Executive Director, Worcester Public Library
Beth Vietze, Coordinator, Worcester Family Partnership
Kim Davenport, Vice President of Initiatives & Aligned Programs, Edward Street 

Facilitator: Noe Medina, Facilitator, Worcester Education Equity Roundtable



A Reading Event for the Whole Family
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 RSVP HERE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1 | 5:15PM

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/raising-readers-together-3122809
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yDLLI90jUQ8rPDVYxYMKW03ydEz2av-8
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yDLLI90jUQ8rPDVYxYMKW03ydEz2av-8

